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The appearance of deserts also changes according to the seasons:
during a dry period the vegetation is very scanty and has a gray
or rather dirty green color, while in the rainy period the vegetation
is much more luxuriant owing to the presence of the annuals and
of the rnesophytic foliage on the deciduous perennials. At the
same time flowers are frequently found to be very numerous.

FIG. 278. Scene in Arizona desert
Photograph by Dr. Forest Shrove
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Marine vegetation. In seas, floating microscopic alga are nu-
merous, and among them diatoms are prominent. These micro-
scopic floating plants are the chief source of food for marine
animals.
Macroscopic marine plants are either algse or angiosperms, the
alga predominating. The angiosperms are grasslike plants but not
true grasses, and grow rooted in sandy or muddy bottoms of calm,
shallow bays. Macroscopic algae are most abundant on rocky
coasts; for the most part they are attached to the rocks, but they
may be attached to other objects, such as shells or other algae.
Algee occur not only below the level of low tide but between tide